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THE EAST GRINSTEAD SOCIETY 

The Society was founded in 1968 to protect and improve the amenities cI East 
Grinstead and its environs. The town has a long history and a unique architect-
ural heritage, entrusted for the time being to the hands of our generation. It 
should be our concern that such contributions as we in our turn make are worthy 
of the past and a fitting bequest to the future. 

The Society arranges regular talks, discussions, films and visits. It pro-
duces a Bulletin of its news and of articles of local interest two or three times 
a year. In 1969 it produced a report on the High Street Conservation Area 
which was well received as the basis for future policy. It is also very active 
in making representations to the local authorities on planning matters. With 
the re-organisation of local government its importance as a watchdog has in-
creased. It has held five exhibitions, published a book of reminiscences, a 
town trail and three sets of postcards reproducing old photographs of the town, 
restored the churchyard railings and established a Town Museum in conjunction 
with the Town Council. 

The Society is registered as a charity. It is registered with the Civic Trust, 
a member of the Sussex Federation of Amenity Societies and affiliated to the 
Sussex Archaeological Society. A copy of its constitution is available on 
request. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The strength of such a Society lies in the extent to which it can be seen to 
represent public opinion; the larger its membership the greater its influence. 
The subscription is 75 new pence a year (additional members in same family 
25), to be renewed every year on 1 January, except by those joining at or 
after the previous A0G,M. Subscriptions, preferably by banker' s order, 
should be sent to the Treasurer, Barclays Bank, East Grinstead, 

PRESIDENT 	 G .JOHNSON SMITH, M.P. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Chairman 	 C.E.HARTLAND, F.R.I.BOA. 
Vice-Chairman 	M . J. LEPPARD, M.A. (Press Correspondent, Editor) 
Hon.Treasurer 	H.J.LILLY, A.I.B. 
Hon. Secretary 	Miss G.V.F.EMMENS 

M.J.BERRY; J.CARPENTER, C.Eng., M.I.C.E., M.I.Struct.E., L.GAYTON; 
C.W.GOOLDEN; Mrs K.M.JEFFERIES, B.Sc. (Membership Secretary); 
D.G.JOYCE, F.R.I.B.A.; Mrs J.RUSHMAN; P.D.WOOD, F.R.I.C.S. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

All official correspondence should be sent to the appropriate officer, 
do Barclays Bank, East Grinstead, Subscriptions should be sent to the 
Treasurer, notices of change of address and queries about subscriptions 
to the Membership Secretary, correspondence about the Museum, matter 
for the Bulletin and requests for publications to the Vice-Chairman, all other 
correspondence to the Honorary Secretary. 

PUBLICATIONS 

Permission to reproduce anything from the Bulletin must be sought from 
the Editor. Unsigned contributions are the work of the Editor or officers. 
Opinions in signed articles are not necessarily those of anyone but their 
authors. 
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East Grinstead Courier 
20 London Road, East Grinstead. 1.123652/3 and 22659 

Caring Society 
MOST of us are content to moan about the state of 

affairs in the hope that others will put them right. Not 
so the East Grinstead Society. The town's watchdog 
conservationists are about to undertake another 
community project. 

Last year they set about raising money to plant trees 
on the perimeter of King George's Field. In 1977 
the railings on the southern edge of St Swithuri's 
churchyard were straightened or replaced, the 
kissing gate re-hung and the whole lot freshened u 

Now the junior section of the society is about to tidy 
up the verge and attempt some restoration of the 
19th-century white railings bordering the Lewes 
Road. 

Largely as a result of the inner relief road construction 
the town has got a messy looking appearance right 
now. The society is monitoring progress on the new 
road, particularly the cleaning up operation which 
has been promised by West Sussex County Council. 

Certainly someone who cares is needed to go round 
and make sure all unsightly debris is removed, areas 
swept and that finishing touches are really finished. 

With hope of the High Street being pedestrianised in 
the not too distant future - and that is about the 
only guaranteed way the town could be really given 
back to its inhabitants - the society is reporting on 
the sort of treatment it thinks would be the most 
beneficial. 

It is good to have a group of such knowledgeable folk 
to look after our architectural and amenity welfare 
and be sufficiently concerned to put feelings into 
action. People are under no obligation to admire or 
value their inheritance. Self-interest shaped our 
towns through the centuries. It is a natural growth. 

Our unsentimental forebears were ruthless enough in 
destruction and what was spared in earlier times 
remained because it continued to serve a basic 
purpose. Change came slowly eddying around more 
permanent things. 

In our age it is not so. We have set off a technological 
explosion and we are now contemplating the debris. 
What happens to our environment depends on how 
apathetic we are. What we should do is take off our 
jackets and join the ranks of the conservationists. 

EDITORIAL 

The Courier's editorial above (reproduced with permission) is one for 

which we are extremely thankful, not only for its generous praise and support 

of our activities and the welcome publicity but also for its recognition of the 

true range of our interests. There are still some who think of us as concerned 
only with the town history, its ancient buildings and its conservation area but 

in fact our concern has always been for the future equally with the present. 
Above all, this editorial challenges us to live up to our achievements so far and 

to the public's expectations of us. We may not entirely succeed in everything, 

but let it not be for want of trying. 

MEETINGS 

16 May: Mr D.A.L.Hanford, District Planning Officer, gave an exhaustive 

account of the work of the planning office and patiently answered questions. 

20 June: Mr L. Warburton (Urban Conservation and Historic Buildings, 

Department of the Environment) gave an interesting explanation of policy, 

practice and government grants. 

18 July: In the absence of Mr D.G.Joyce, who had co-ordinated preparations 
for the meeting, the Chairman introduced the issues surrounding the proposed 
pedestrianisation of our High Street and presided over lively discussion rep-

resenting several forms of interest and points of view. There was a display 

of specially prepared maps and slides of pedestrianisation schemes elsewhere. 

After a break for coffee, members briefly discussed the proposed expansion 

of Gatwick Airport. 

NEXT MEETING: Dr Alice Coleman, Director of the Second Land Utilisation 
Survey of Britain, speaking on the mis-use of land and questioning the value 

of planning, 19 September. 

THE COMI'IITTEE met on 23 May and 4 July. Next meeting: 5 September. 



THE SOCIETY IS NEWS 

CONSULTATION: The meeting announced in our last issue took place on 14 
August when the Chairman, Mr Joyce, Mr Jefferies and Mr Carpenter had a 
very useful discussion with the County Surveyor, Mr Harrison. As well as 
the Inner Relief Road (see p.12) and Pedestrianisation (including the County's 
successful experience of it at Chichester) matters raised were the new Lib-
rary site and associated parking, street signs, lamp posts, tree planting, 
brick pavements and the widening of the mouth of Moat Road. Many of the 
points are to be followed up in a letter from the Surveyor after further in-

vestigation 

CO-OPERATION On 8 August the Chairman and Vice-Chairman had a cordial 
meeting with the new Clerk to the Town Council, Mr Norman Collins, to dis-
cuss areas of common concern. We look forward to closer co-operation be-

tween our Society and the Council for the public benefit. 

MEMORIAL TO MR R.H.WOOD: Our appeal raised over £100, more than 
enough for the seat in the quadrangle at Sackville College (duly handed over 
in the May Day celebrations). At the time of writing the use of the balance 
is still being discussed: perhaps a second seat, perhaps renovating the no-
ticeboard by the gate, perhaps more trees elsewhere in the town. 

HONORARY TREASURER: On the promotion of Mr Tony Comber to Peacehaven 

(taking with him our best thanks and good wishes) the Committee has co-
opted into his place his successor at the bank, Mr H.J.Lilly. 

JUNIOR MEMBERS I PROJECT: Congratulations to our junior members on 
their tidying up and repainting of the posts and rails and adjacent embankment 
in Lewes Road to mark Environmental Improvement Week, 3 May. Perhaps 
it will not be too long before the authorities can reset the posts? 

SCREEN: We are very grateful to the Horticultural Society for selling us at a 
very reasonable price a good quality projector screen it no longer requires. 
It will be a great boon, saving the expense and effort of hiring and trans-
porting every time one is needed. It has been agreed that we should buy a 
slide projector if a suitable one is ever to be had at a good price. 

GATWICK AREA CONSERVATION CAMPAIGN: The committee has donated £25 

towards GACCs compaign against the proposed extension of the airport (see 
last Bulletin) and members have been helping to collect signatures for the 
petition. 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING takes place on 17 October. Nominations for 
the committee maybe sent to the Hon. Secretary now. Come prepared for 

the open discussion after the formal business to keep us on our toes and ward 

off any complacency. 

NEXT BULLETIN: Bulletin 28 will, it is hoped, appear in January 1980. All 
contributions to Mr M.J.Leppard by 21 December, please. 

MEMBERSHIP in mid-August stood at 425. 

COVER PICTURE: One of W.R.Peppers  drawings from his East Grinstead and 
Its Environs (1885). Will the High Street be equally traffic-free by 1985? See 
p.12 for a start. 

OUR PUBLICATIONS: We are grateful to the Sussex Family History Group for 
once again letting us have a stall to sell our publications at its annual confer-
ence in March. 
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BUILDING ON EAST GRINSTEAD COMMON 

Local History Class Summary by J. R. Lowerson 

This is a brief report of work which we undertook in 1974 to establish the 

patterns of development on the eastern side of the town's former common land 
since the later Victorian period. 	In particular we concentrated on the area 
bounded by Lingfield Road and Windmill Lane. Most of the report is based on 
visible physical evidence, correlated with some contemporary ordnance maps 
and a limited amount of documentation. As such, we are reporting what is; 
the speculations and hypotheses this stimulates could only be effectively ans-
wered if a fuller search were to be made and adequate source materials were 
forthcoming. 

THE AREA 

The map illustrates the area fairly 	 . 
clearly. Recently enclosed and held 	 - 
by the Sackvilles, the land west of 
Lingfield Road was divided among a 
number of tenants. It appears to have 	 - 

1 

been principally pasture. The land to 	 !/ 
the east still needs to have its owner-  
ship checked. in the mid-Victorian 	 - 
period, with the exception of the wind- 	 ,'' 	 i• 

mill and odd farm hovels etc., there 	 // 	z 
appears to have been no building on  

either side of the road within the parish 	 i 

The exception to this was across the  
border in Surrey at Baldwins Hill where lI(%/f ,vi 	 i 

a small number of labourers' cottages 	 / 

clustered round the road junction;  
- 	 -• 	 ,, -N' 	- there because of the water supply. 

Development east of the road began ' 	- 	
/ / 

piecemeal earlier than on the west with 	 / .,/ f •  i 

the building of terraces or artisans' 
type dwellings (see below). The 'Sack- 
ville Estate' was first released for building in the early 1880s, being advertised 
for sale in freehold lots in Farncombe & Co. 's History and Guide to East Grin-
stead and Its Environs (1885) thus: 

'The Estate, some ninety acres in extent, is probably destined to become the 
Most Important Residential Property in that part of the County of Sussex ... to 
present sites for building seldom to be excelled ... The land has a capital ele-
vation throughout - it lies high - and is very fairly timbered. Both the high 
level and the low level stations of the London, Brighton and South Coast Railway 
are about five minutes' walk distant ... prices ranging from about £750 to £1000 
an acre ... To Gentlemen desirous of Building for their own occupation, this 
Estate offers advantages rarely to be met with in such favourable combination, 

viz. Pure bracing air, beautiful scenery, pleasant drives and walks, near pro-
ximity and good access to London ... To Builders and Speculators the sites now 
offered present an opportunity second to none. There is not only a large 'out-
side' demand, but also a 'local' demand for superior Residences and Villas at 

rentals varying from £150 to £30 per annum.' 



A limited number of plots was to be reserved for First Class shops. 
The sale was probably stimulated both by the opening of the new railway line 
in 1884, the growing tendency for stockbroker commuting from the Weald, 
which had done so much for Forest low, and by the continuing agricultural 
depression which had made the sale of land such a promising alternative to 
farming for hard-pressed estates. 
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THE DEVELOPMENT 

The dream of the advertiser does not seem to have been realised. The map 
opposite gives some indication of this. Whilst the eastern side of Lingfield Road 
has been fairly well built on, the Sackville buildings were still relatively sparse 
by the late Edwardian period when the basic 25" O.S. map was produced (1910). 
What the map reveals is scattered larger houses in substantial grounds. The 
windmill had disappeared and Highfield Road replaced a hedgerow. Work on the 
ground confirmed this, but, before we describe that, some explanation of the 
hatching is necessary. Area 1 consists largely of older brick and tile hung 
housing, part of the small agricultural colony, so typical of the Weald. Areas 
2 and 3 are largely houses built between the wars, infilling of larger gardens. 
2, in particular, contains some interesting large weatherboarded bungalows. 
Areas 4 and 5 are post Second World War developments, predominantly small 
bungalows, using space previously gardens or small fields. The whole site is 
a compact illustration of the different patterns of artisan, middle and upper mid-
dle class housing as it has developed since the 1870s and of changing standards of 
acceptability in housing layout and the density of development. As a further con-
trast, the fields east of the Lingfield Road development and west of the railway are 
now being filled with relatively high density private housing estates to what has be-
come the standard urban pattern of a through lounge and 3 bedrooms plus a built-
in garage. This and the building of council housing to the west of the school site 
has effectively removed the relative separateness of the buildings put up before 
1914 whilst strangely emphasising the difference in styles. Only the Recreation 
Ground has remained almost unaltered in layout and use, save perhaps for the 
addition of some apparently unsalubrious conveniences. Certainly, the hope for 
First Class Shops on a large Sackville Estate was never realised. 
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THE HOUSING 

28 

	

This is fairly clearly defined. In many 	
r 

ways the most interesting is the east side of 
Lingfield Road. Here the apparent uniform- 

	

ity of the map's shading hides a considerable 	* 

variety of styles. The nresent-dav number- 
ing of these conceals some changes in the 
buildings, although the same numbers have 
been kept since the site was exploited; 	for 
instance nos 1-17, at the south end, are of 
recent houses built on plots predating a large 
Edwardian house which stood there till recent- 
ly. 	The most significant feature of the late- 20 

Victorian houses is the semi-detached layout. 
These are built in a multitude of styles which 
reveal the hands of different designers and 

420 

jobbing builders, presumably building a couple 

of houses at a time on spec. 	The enclosed dia- 

gram reveals the spread of different types 
(each hatching for a different type) within the 
overall pattern. 	They were small, brick built,, 

with variegated contrasting brick or stucco de- 
coration. 	What is important is that, unlike the 
small cottages around Baldwins Hill, they were 
standardised in type, post-railway buildings 
from which the essential Sussex vernacular 
had departed. 	They were interspersed with 
detached houses whose shapes made the maxi- 

4•),;, 



mum use of rather odd corner plots - all presented a minimum frontage to the 
road, allowing crammed but deep developments which contrast sharply with the 
other side of the road. Behind them there was a number of more cramped 
small terrace developments, of which Northdown Terrace was the most consid-
erable. 

By contrast with these, the Sáckville side of Lingfield Road reveals quite a 
different pattern. Certainly, the housing that was built, though limited in num-
bers, fully lived up to the expectations of the original advertisement. Some, St. 
Albans for instance, had coachhouses. The most substantial were the five built 
on Highfield Road and the house that is now the branch library. These reveal 
the hands of individual architects, multi-coloured brick, ornate mouldings and, 
on Highfield Road at least, an attempt to marry the new tastes of the late-Vic-
torian better off with some appreciation of traditional vernacular - tile hanging 
and so on. The splendid isolation of all these has been marred by the splitting 
up of their gardens to provide relatively expensive modern housing. North of 
Highfield Road the development of Windmill Lane appears to have been a failure - 
it remained unmetalled till the building of the bungalows in former fields. On 
its west side the former Grammar School absorbed most of the former agri-
cultural land between the wars. 

A COMMUNITY? 

With the houses south of London Road, this area formed a distinct entity by 
the First World War. A survey of its services revealed a range of minor trades, 
grocer's, butcher's, laundry on the east of Lingfield Road. in addition, St. 
Mary's Church was built in the early years of the century to provide spiritual 
comfort. Presumably a fair number of the local labour force was involved in 
the brickfields. The former school at the top of Windmill Lane was endowed 
in 1874. Subsequently a church school was addedto St. Mary's. As for the 
inhabitants, we have, as yet, relatively few clues. The restrictions on the 
census returns prevents our consulting them for another 30-40 years. The 
directories are of limited value. Mrs Edwards at 113 Lingfield Road kept 
apartments, Arthur Fry at 89 was noted for his pork sausages and John Pente-
cost, jobbing gardener, moved from 87 in 1915 to 129 in 1924. Ledworths kept 
a baker's at 91 until after the First World War. 

But there are many other questions. Who designed and built the different 
houses? How much did they cost? Who lived in them and for how long? (It 

has been estimated that there was a 65% turnover in inhabitants in some sim-
ilar streets every 10 years). Where did they come from? How did they find 
their employment? Was the mixed community of buildings a mixed social 
entity as well or was there a right and wrong side of Lingfield Road? The field-
work we have done suggests a whole range of related questions but it cannot 
answer them. That is for other sources, other techniques. 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Unfortunately the class that produced this report was not 
able to continue beyond its first year. We are grateful to Mr Lowerson for 
allowing us to publish it so that the work of the class is not entirely lost. If 
any reader feels like taking the study further, answering the questions or 
supplementing the information, we shall be glad to consider anything offered 
for publication. We are grateful to Mr P. D.Wood for redrawing the maps for 
this article.) 
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BRICKMAKING IN EAST GRINSTEAD 

by M.J.Leppard 

As promised in our last issue, this article is an attempt to follow Mr R.H. 
Wood's detailed account of the Hackenden Brickworks with such information as 
can be gathered about other such enterprises in East Grinstead. It must be re-
membered that most early brickmaking was a small-scale seasonal activity 
which might use a field for a few years till worked out, then move on, leaving 
the field to revert to agricultural uses. That, and the fact that most of our lo-
cal information comes from incidental references in a variety of documents, 
means that what follows is inevitably scrappy. To aid readability, references 
to sources have been kept to a minimum but they can be supplied for every fact 
stated. National grid references are given wherever possible. 

Our first known brickrnaker is John Mathew, presented in 1679 for 'a Brick 
kiln upon the common and an inclosure thereto and making several Earth pitts 
there'. Then we have no other name until the marriage licence of John Gjbb in 
1791. In 1842 two brothers, James and Richard Gibb, are mentioned as brick-
makers, possibly John's grandsons. The lack of any other reference to them 
suggests they were merely employees in a brickyard, for a good deal is known 
about all our other 19th century names, apart from one Norman, mentioned in 
the draft return for the 1811 census in the parish records, seemingly somewhere 
between the modern Maypole Road and Gullege, possibly connected with one of 
the sites mentioned in paragraphs 5 and 6 below. 

William Avery, entered as a butcher in the 1811 census draft (and in other 
records up to 1842) and apparently living at the house now known as Porch House, 
is rated in the 1811 Church Rebuilding rates at £9 for a 'brickiln'. In the 1824 
Church Rate book he holds Moats Farm and the brick kiln there (i1l/5/-), pro-
bably the same kiln as in 1811. The name Brick Kiln Field is recorded there 
from 1776 to 1841 and its site (TQ 391387) is shown on a map of 1820 and the 1873 
6" and 25" O.S. maps, just behind our gasholders. In 1776 the field was also 
known as Brick Kiln Mead, in 1861 it was Kiln Field, in 1882 'formerly Kiln 
Field'. (In 1597/8 it had been known as the Riddens Katherine Pasture and in 
1650 as the Riddens.) In 1826 the farm and kiln were held by Banks and Sisley 
at the same valuations as in 1824. 

It is a complication that the map of 1820 mentioned above names John 
Turley as holding the Moats brick kiln and that Edward Steer in his 1899 remin- 
iscences recalled that when he first came to the town in 1856 John Turley 'work-
ed on the brickyard where the Waterworks are now', the same site. Turley, 
who appears in 1811 census draft as a farmer, apparently somewhere between 
Dunnings and Standen, is rated in 1811 for a 'brickiln' worth £61101-; in 1824-
26 he had gone up to £8. In the 1861 census he is a retired brickmaker, aged 
64, living in Ship Street at the site of the modern Turley Cottage, which Steer 
also mentions as his home. He adds that he was considered very learned 'and 
was without doubt a poet of considerable ability'. 

Meanwhile in 1825 William Avery had begun paying £2121- a year rent for 
the liberty of digging brick earth in plot 61 on the Common, an area of 2a.1r. 
30p. formerly held by Samuel Wickens. We do not know if Wickens was a brick-
maker. The site seems to be the present bus garage in Park Road (388385), 
shown with its kiln on a map of 1817 and the 1873 6" and 25" O.S.and recorded 
on the tithe award of 1841. From 1829 to 1851 the rent was paid by Elphick and 
Avery (also recorded as butchers, 1832-39) and from 1852 to 1875 by George 



Lynn, also a quarry owner, stonemason, carpenter, etc., with a house at the 
modern 46 High Street and a builder's business that can be traced back to John 
Lynn in 1791 and continued into this century. in the 1861 census he is a builder, 
brickmaker and potter employing 12 men and 2 boys. He had opened the Pottery, 
which continued till 1940 (see p.13 below), on part of the brickyard in 1855, when 
his rent was raised to £5. Both Lynn and Elphick and Avery are mentioned in 
some records as tilemakers also. 

Directories of 1867 and 1874 record Charles Waters, brick and tilemaker, 
on the Common. In 1887 the entry is C .Waters & Son and in 1903 A .0 .Waters, 
Durkjns. This last at least refers to the Durkins Farm brickworks and kiln 
(395371, now the District Council depot) shown on the 1910 25" O.S. Map (of 
the extract on p.6 above) but not on that of 1873. However, the 1873 maps show 
another brickworks with kiln (387384, subsequently in the angle of the Oxted line 
and St Margaret's loop, N.W. of the station and S.W. of the Park Road site). 
It is possible that the Waters family worked here before Durkins, perhaps having 
to move when the Oxted line was begun in 1881. 

The 1873 6" map also records a brickworks and kiln in the angle of Holtye 
Road and the road to Ashurst Wood (424393), believed to have been known as the 
Shovelstrode brickyard. The 1899 25" map (2nd ed. of 1897 revision) shows 
brickworks with no kiln in Dunnings Road (395371, opposite present St Barnabas' 
Church) opened in the late 1890s in connection with the Sunnyside estate they 
were then beginning to buildthere by the brothers Clement and Henry Gasson. 
Apparently they had one yard for stock bricks and another for tiles and, to 
judge by the lack of a kiln on the map, used clamp burning, as did the Hacken-
den Brickworks (394393) established shortly afterwards (see Bulletin 26, May 
1979). 

Our earliest relevant reference, however,, is a field name Brickfield at 
Tablehurst (435354) in 1580 and 1597/8. By the latter date, when mapped in the 
'Buckhurst Terrier', it seems to have been in agricultural use. Brickhurst 
Field at Court Inholmes (415350) is recorded in 1841 but by 1865 it had been re-
named. Some 19 field or wood names containing the word kiln are known from 
1776 onwards but as they may refer to lime kilns they will not be considered 
further here. Another form of working in clay could explain the field name 
Potters Plat at Saint Hill in 1776, 1841 and 1884 (383354) but it could derive 
from a surname. 

Our first known bricklayer is Michael Spatcherst who made his will in 
1608, the next James Taylor, married in London in 1695, then some 21 others 
up to 1871. By then the word had lost the sense of builder which it had up to 
the early 19th century. Most of the 19th century bricklayers are also recorded 
as builders, decorators, etc. 

No attempt has been made here to use any evidence from surviving trick 
structures (though it may be noted that a tile at East Court has scratched on it 
'Edmund Mitchell mead me 1770', the year the house was built). Readers who 
can supply any relevant information of any kind are urged to do so. I am gra-
teful to Mrs M .Beswick of the Sussex Industrial Archaeology Society's brick-
making survey for the references to the Waters' business and to Mr P.D.Wood 
for those to the 1861 census and for other help. 

(N.B. Our Museum contains a few bricks and pieces of brickmaking equip-
ment from the district.) 
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THE VICTORIAN DAIRY AT STANDEN FARM 	 by L.Gayton 

The Victorian dairy close to the Home Farm at Brockhurst was described in 
Bulletin 23 (January 1978). Another, less well known, is beside Standen Farm-
house not far from the famous Philip Webb house that attracted 13,000 visitors in 

1978. 

This dairy, completely different in style and situation from the one at Brock-
hurst, was built in the late 1890s for James and Margaret Beale who lived, in 
leisure time, in the 'big house' Webb had designed for them. Its architect was 
Henry Fletcher, a friend of Webb's and possibly a pupil of Norman Shaw. 

The exterior of the dairy is particularly charming with its pillared entrance 
and short loggia connecting it with the farmhouse. The woodwork is discreetly 
decorated with dentils and carved crenellation. To effect easy entry for people 
carrying milk pails onyokes, the doorway was made wide with double doors. In-
side the walls are green tiled up to working height, white tiled up to the eaves, 
and the open timber roof is painted white. 

The dairy not only supplied milk, butter and cream to Standen but also to the 
Beales' London home in Holland Park, Kensington. It was apparently still used 
to a limited extent in Miss Helen Beale's time. This would be prior to 1972 when 
she died, leaving Standen, its farms and surrounding land to the National Trust. 
Unfortunately the Trust felt it necessary to sell the farms and some of the land in 
order to provide adequate endowment for Standen itself. 

Looking at the little dairy today one wonders why so much care was taken 
over the design of a purely utilitarian building attached to a farmhouse of no 
architectural distinction. This would be more understandable had it been sited 
in view of the big house, a picturesque feature that the Beale ladies and guests 
could admire on their afternoon walks in the grounds. 

(N.B. The dairy and farmhouse are now privately owned. They are not near 
any public footpath and access to them is by permission only.) 



TOWARDS PEDESTRIANISATION 

Following the free discussion at our members meeting a start has been 
made, as promised, on drawing up a brief report on the issues involved, to be 
sent to the Town, District and County Councils as an aid to their discussions of 
the matter and the preparation of the much-needed Town Centre Plan in 1980. 
Among the points that will be made are the following. 

Realistic examination of the High Street and London Road shows that at pre-

sent all premises require front access, and so a totally pedestrianised scheme 
would be costly and controversial, requiring service roads and compulsory 
purchase. A partially pedestrian scheme (such as operates successfully in 
many places) would permit continued, regulated use by delivery, emergency 
and public service vehicles (including buses) and by some requiring access, 
for which a central gangway would be retained. The advantages are no ex-
pense or disruption to businesses, shoppers brought right into the precinct by 
bus, lower cost and speedier implementation than full pedestrianisation. Any 
loss of trade caused by the relief road could be recovered by the more conven-
ient and attractive arrangements for shoppers. More parking spaces near the 
centre would have to be found (as, indeed, even with no pedestrianisation at 
all). The paved area would include trees, seats and possibly kiosks or stalls. 

One possible scheme would be pedestrianisation from College Lane to the 
top of London Road and in Church Lane as far as the Vicarage, closing the mo-
uths of Cantelupe Road, Hermitage Lane and Portland Road. All these side 
roads except the last are one-way at present so their stopping up would have 
little effect on through traffic beyond diverting some to King Street and College 
Lane. However, C antelupe Road would need turning facilities for vehicles 
using the market, Rices and Tescos. Portland Road would be relieved by Ship 
Street and more through traffic would use the relief road and Brooklands Way 
to get on the Turners Hill Road, which could ease traffic in West Street and 
Queens Road. 

Other possible schemes may also be suggested (for instance extending 
such partial pedestrianisation down London Road to the traffic lights). What-
ever happens we hope any opportunities afforded by engineering work for arch-
aeological investigation in the town centre will be taken. 

INNER RELIEF ROAD: We are glad to record that many of the points in the re-
port mentioned in our last issue have been resolved as the contractors have 
cleared up the last details. In fact from the point of view of the town centre 
we consider the road an unqualified success. At their meeting with the Coun-

ty Surveyor, however, our representatives brought up the problems of traffic 
priorities at the London Road/Station Road and Lewes Road junctions and on the 
slip road parallel to Railway Approach, the siting of road markings and signs 
there, the number of signs at the College Lane/Lewes Road junction, the future 
of the rock fall fence, pedestrian access to the station, the position of the 
Station Road pedestrian crossing, the surface of the London Road footbridge 
and the possibility of planting beside Old Road and against Hall's building. 

CEMETERY CHAPELS: Planning permission for the proposed change of use 
for the Boxing Club has now been granted and further progress depends (at 
the time of writing) on the result of investigations by the Clerk of the Town 

Council into the status of the chapels and cemetery in ecclesiastical law. 
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LONDON TO BRIGHTHELMSTON 

1720 	 byA.C.King 

You may have read in Bulletin 

23 (January 1978) about Ogilby's 
1675 map of the road from London 
to New Shoreham. This was pub-
lished before copyright existed and 
Ogilby's Britannia was imitated by 
several publishers, notably Senex 
(1719), Owen and Bowen (1720) and 
Jefferys (1775). 

Owen and Bowen's work had the 
audicious title Britannia Depicta or 
Oqilby Improved and is perhaps the 
best known. It is a smaller book, 
page size 51"  x 7-", and repro- 2 	4 

duces the routes at a scale ofi-" to 
the statute mile with three strips to 
the route. Additional information 
is given about towns on the route. 
The London to Shoreham route, for 
instance, gives information about 
Croydon, East Grinstead, Lewis, 
New Shoreham and Brighthelmston. 

The note regarding our town reads: 'East Grinsted Is a Borough by Pres-
cription of great Antiquity, consisting of a Bayliff, and about 35 Burgage holders, 
who elect Members for Parliament returned by the said Bayliff. The Bayliff is 
chosen by the Burgage holders at the Annual Court of the E of Dorset and Middle-
sex who is Lord of the Borough and return'd by the Steward of the Court. In this 
Town the Assizes for the County are frequently held. Weekly Market on Thurs-

day They have also a Patent for a Monthly Market Fairs July 2d and Novr 30th 
for Cattle Swine &c'. 

The arms of East Grinstead are indicated as a rose surmounted by a coronet. 

THE POTTERY 

In connection with the article on brickmaking a correction can be made to a 
statement about the origins of the Pottery in Bulletin 7 (September 1971). An ad-
vertisement for George Lynn the brickmaker etc. in Hayward's East Grinstead 
Airnanack for 1872 states: Lynn's Pottery established in 1855. Steer was there-
fore correct in speaking of it as having been Lynn's Pottery in 1856 and Foster's 
1885 advertisement was misread. It may be that 1875, when Lynn seems to have 
given up brickmaking, was the year in which Henry Foster took over the Pottery. 
However, the Victoria and Albert Museum has on show a brown and yellow earth-
enware flask (C.320-l93l) with inlaid decoration including the text 'DEC TH 23 
1865 EAST GRINSTEAD / H F FOSTER' so presumably Henry Foster was an employee 
of Lynn's before taking over the Pottery. Any information which can throw light 

on this question or on the history of the Pottery in general will be very welcome, 
for we have still not been able to fulfill the hope of writing up its story. 

M.J.L. 



MUSEUM NEWS 

Regular Wednesday and Saturday afternoon openings have continued, and special 
extra ones for the Spring Bank Holiday and for private parties at other times, but 
losses from the band of stewards means a greater need than ever for more people to 
volunteer to join the rota. The duties, which occur about once every six weeks, are 
not onerous and can be interesting. 

Work has begun on a progressive re-ordering of the displays to include several 
new accessions and to take account of criticisms of the existing presentation. 

The temporary exhibition for July and August was THE TOOLS OF THE WHEEL-
WRIGHT, mainly a number of recently-acquired tools hand-made at a forge at Cole-
mans Hatch in the second half of the last century. On the current subject, THE HIS-
TORY OF THE PARISH CHURCH, see p.15. In November and December it is hoped 
to show a selection of old toys, for which any offers of loans will be very welcome, 
as are suggestions for future subjects. 

We were pleased to accept an invitation from St Luke's Church to co-ordinate a 
small exhibition on 13 July as part of the celebrations of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the laying of its foundation stone. 

FEDERATION OF SUSSEX LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETIES: We were represented at the con-
ference setting up the Federation on 28 April and have become a corporate member. 

LOCAL HISTORY CLASSES: The University of Sussex's Centre for Continuing Edu-
cation has arranged a course 'An Introduction to Local History (tutor, Mrs K. 
Coutin) at Imberhorne School on Thursdays from 27 September. For the W.E.A. 
Mr R.Michell is lecturing on 'The Brighton Road' at Sackville School on Wednesdays 
from 26 September. Full details in the prospectus. 

SPEAKERS ON EAST GRINSTEAD: Members may like to know and make it more wide-
ly known that the Society is able to provide speakers on the Society's work and on 
aspects of local histOry to local organisations, Mr P.D.Wood and Mr M.J.Leppard. 
Neither charges a fee but each asks for a donation to the Society, Mr Wood to the 
general funds and Mr Leppard to the Museum account. If anyone else is interested 
in helping the Society in a similar way he or she should contact the Chairman or the 
Secretary and the offer will be put to the committee for approval. 

GUINEA PIGS: Many local people will have watched with interest a moving tele-
vision programme in June on the Guinea Pig Club. A distant memory was stirred 
of a film (believed to be Canadian) made around the end of the war about our his-
pital s plastic surgery work and shown in the town. Perhaps it was among the un-
acknowledged archive material in the propramme. It would be good to know if a 
copy survives. 

MAY DAY Congratulations to the local Lions on what every single person present 
seems to have thought was a thoroughly enjoyable and successful day, well worth 
repeating. Our stall raised £60 towards the day's object, the roof of Sackville 
College, from the sale of home-made cakes and sweets and we made a little for 
our own funds from selling our publications. 

THE PLAYFIELD: In 1971 we deplored the fence erected round the Playfield 
(Bulletin 7). Now, after some extensive damage, it has all disappeared. It will 
not be welcomed back. 
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OUR PARISH CHURCH 

by M.J.Leppard 

The subject for the current (September-October) temporary exhibition at 
the Museum, the History of the Parish Church, has been chosen to co-incide with 
the launching of the restoration appeal for extensive works in the Church roof 
and tower, 'Whose cost, even aid by a grant from the Department of the Environ-
ment's new fund for historic churches, is far beyond the congregation's ability 
to meet alone. The appeal will therefore be addressed to all sections of the 
local community, and rightly so, for:throughout its history of near enough 1000 
years, the Church has been a (if not the) centre of local affairs, secular every 
bit as much as religious and benefitti ng non-Church people equally with its own 
members. 

It is very probable that in the Middle Ages the Church here (as elsewhere) 
as the only local public building served as the meeting place for all town busi-
ness, including Borough and manorial courts, local elections and the Assizes. 
(We do not hear of a Court House until the 17th century.) Elizabethan reforms 
entrusted local government to assemblies of parishioners, universally known, 
from their meeting places, as Vestries. There was certainly a school held in 
our Church in the first half of the 16th century and the Free Grammar School 
founded by Robert Payne in 1708 met in the vestry under the tower from that 
date right up to the morning of the collapse of the tower in 1785. The towns 
two fire engines were kept in the room under the rebuilt tower until 1863 when, 
on the formation of a fire brigade, they were reconstructed in such a way as to 
make them too big to go back under the tower. 

Until its closure in 1868 all parishioners, whatever their beliefs or prac-
tices, had the legal right of burial in the parish churchyard. The clock, instal-
led in 1813, had always been a free public amenity, and so, more recently, have 
the seats provided in the eastern part of the churchyard. An unusual amenity 
in a church was the museum housed in a room in the tower from 1926 to 1955. 

Today the Church is frequently used for concerts of all kinds of music and 
for the skills of flower-arrangers and bell-ringers, as well as for special ser-
vices for national and local occasions and for organisations with something to 
commemorate or celebrate. These are attended by many others besides regu-
lar Churchgoers. The hall and tower room are constantly used by a wide range 
of organisations, not all with any religious character. 

Members of our Society will have an obvious concern for the Church's 
merits as a building, both in itself (as discussed in Bulletin 19) and in its con-
tribution to the townscape and to distant views. We also have a particular rea-
son to be grateful to the Church authorities for lending us many exhibits sal-
vaged from the former museum, for publicing our Museum and for selling our 
town trail to an unending stream of tourists and other visitors. 

Our current display goes some way to acknowledging our debt and that of 
the general public. Members who care to acknowledge the debt a little further 
can do so by their donations to the appeal. Watch out for the official publicity. 

(N.B. J.G.Davies, The Secular Use of Church Buildings (1968) is a detailed 
and fascinating survey of the sorts of activities mentioned in paragraph 2 above.) 



LIBRARY NEWS 

Recent accessions likely to interest members include 

	

301.32 	McGraw, E. 	Population Today 

	

301.35 	Rowley, T. 	Villages in the Landscape 
Q301..4410942 Girouard, M. Life in the English Country House 

	

338.47674 	- 	 Rentokil, Fifty Years of Service 
1927-1977 

383094223 Austen, B. 	English Provincial Posts (study based on Kent, 
4 references to East Grinstead) 

	

R554.2 	Geologists' Association 
Proceedings, vol.86, part 4 (1975): 
Geology of the Weald' 
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554.22 

Q7ll. 4094 
720.6142 
725.3 

RQ913.4225 
942.25 

Gallow, R.W. 	British Regional Geology: The Wealden Dis- 
trict (4th Ed.) 

Burke, G. 	Towns in the Making (1971) 
Kennet, W. 	Preservation 

Brandon, P.F.  

Hoare, J.N.  
Drewett, P. L.  

Sussex Railway Architecture 
Archaeology in Sussex to A.D.1500 
The South Saxons 

Pamphlets (ask at desk) 

Hall, M.K. 	Index to Articles on Lingfield District 
Neville, D.F. 	'Educational and Social Conflict in East Grinstead in the 18th 

and 19th Centuries' (unpublished dissertation) 
West Sussex County Council 

Gatwick Tomorrow: What It Could Mean to the South East 

West Sussex County Library service has produced a leaflet as an intro-
duction to available resources. A catalogue of Local Studies material ac-
quired since August 1796 has been produced also. 	 R.H.A. 

EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL CONFLICT: Mrs Nevillé's dissertation (noticed 
above) deserves a warm welcome as the first serious study of any aspect of 
local educational history based on a wide range of primary sources, several 
of them never before used for the history of East Grinstead. The Victorians' 
incredible partiality for deep-rooted, unrelenting, prolonged conflict and the 
glimpses of the social and religious background give the subject a fascination 
that the history of education alone might not evoke. 

WORTH WAY: A descriptive illustrated leaflet on the former East Grinstead - 
Three Bridges railway line has been published by West Sussex County Council, 
similar to that on the Forest Way noticed in Bulletin 25. It looks attractive 
but on inspection proves not so informative as one expects. In particular 
there is no clear indication where and how access to the path is to be had, nor 
that at Crawley Down it is totally built over with no direct access at all. 
(Available at our Museum, no charge.) 

ST LEONARD'S HOSPITAL: The Nursing Times of 14 June contained an inter-
esting article 'Master and Matron' by L. Dopson telling the story of Eric 
Wheller who began his career in our Public Assistance Institution (previously 
the Workhouse and later St Leonard's). One photograph shows the staff in 
1931, not named but identified and their jobs described, another the wedding 
party of the porter and a nurse (no names again) 


